VAB lulsus!

A Behind-the-Scenes Look at the Magic
of Beautifying Our Greater Venice Area
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VemceAfeaﬁ Stroll through the Greater Venice area and you will likely admire the vibrant

eﬂ(/é;_' medians, lush scenic spaces, striking statues, and captivating murals. But contrary

o to popular belief, much of the beautification seen around downtown and the

%— surrounding Greater Venice area isn't exclusively the work of city government.

= The beautiful details you see are the result of careful planning and passionate

é)\* stewardship—thanks to the tireless efforts of a nonprofit organization, Venice
Area Beautification Inc. (VABI), and its dedicated teams of volunteers.

VABI's work follows a guiding principle
inspired by John Nolen’s original plan for
Venice—a vision of thoughtful, beautiful
community design that is centered on green
spaces and accessible public areas. By leading
innovative projects, VABI has demonstrated the
viability of concepts that have since become
models not just for our area, but for other
municipalities across the country. For over 30
years, VABI has been the creative and driving
force behind many of our community’s most
cherished public spaces and enhancements.
From the Venice Urban Forest and blooming
downtown flower baskets to heritage parks and
native landscaping, VABI and its passionate
volunteers make it happen. All thanks to
the generosity of individuals, foundations,
partnerships with the City of Venice, Sarasota
County, and other community supporters,
VABI continues to make the Greater Venice
area more VABlulous every day!

When hurricanes struck the Greater Venice
area, leaving behind damaged landscapes and
debris-filled parks, VABI's response was swift,
united, and inspiring. All of VABI's teams came
together in full force to restore the community’s
natural beauty. Volunteers cleared fallen trees,
salvaged plants, repaired damaged spaces,
and began the careful process of replanting.
The cleanup wasn’t just about restoration—it
was a powerful reflection of the deep-rooted




resilience and pride shared by those who call this area home.
Thanks to the dedication of VABI's volunteers and supporters,
beauty once again bloomed, stronger than ever.

VABI is powered by several dedicated teams, each focused on
preserving, enhancing, and educating through their work.

Bloom Team

Venice’s iconic charm comes to life through the colorful
contributions of the Bloom Team. These tireless volunteers
are responsible for the lush floral displays that brighten up
downtown Venice, including the seasonal hanging baskets,
large decorative pots, and creatively repurposed dry fountains
filled with vibrant blooms. These volunteers begin their day
early, hand-watering and maintaining hundreds of plants with
incredible attention to detail and a shared love for beautifying
the community. The Bloom Team works year-round, rotating
plants with the seasons and ensuring that downtown always
looks welcoming and alive. Their dedication transforms
ordinary public spaces into cheerful, photo-worthy spots that
reflect the heart of Venice.
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Keep Venice Beautiful (KVB)

KVB is one of VABI’s most active crews on keeping public beach
accesses, parks, and natural spaces clean and green. Volunteers
remove litter, pull weeds, plant native species, and partner with
city and county teams to organize clean-ups and area adoptions.
Their behind-the-scenes efforts enhance the natural charm of
Venice, ensuring that locals and visitors alike can enjoy
pristine recreational areas. From Shamrock Park to the Venice
Urban Forest trailheads, KVB’s impact is felt across the greater
Venice area.

Transformation...

Monty Andrews Arboretum Crew (MAAC)

Tucked behind the Venice Community Center at Blalock Park, the
Monty Andrews Arboretum is a peaceful showcase of Florida native
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Sami Makela, Artist

trees and plant species. Volunteers
with the MAAC team maintain this
well-defined educational space,
providing a beautiful area for
relaxation and learning. Each tree
and plant is thoughtfully labeled, and
the Arboretum serves as an open-
air classroom for students, visitors,
and nature lovers alike. Recognized
as a certified Level Il arboretum, it
meets national standards for plant
diversity, labeling, and public access.
Creative elements are also nestled
throughout to make the space even
more inviting. Thanks to MAAC’s
efforts, this botanical treasure thrives
as a reflection of VABI's commitment
to conservation and education.

Public Arts Team Joseph Barron, Artist

Venice’s visual story is told through its vibrant Venice Urban Forest

public murals, thanks to the talented Public Arts

Team. This group works closely with local artists The Venice Urban Forest is one of VABI’s most
to conceptualize, fund, install, and maintain ambitious and impactful initiatives—a breathtaking
the colorful works seen throughout the Greater project that reimagines the abandoned railroad
Venice area. From the striking new and in progress corridor that spans 1.75 miles along the East bank of
Venice Circus Mural to “Healing in the Enchanted the Intracoastal Waterway, just south of the Historic
Garden,” these projects transform blank walls into Train Depot and Boat Launch. One of the team’s
vivid celebrations of culture and history. Through current and ongoing projects is the creation of a Frog
public art, VABI connects residents and visitors Habitat—a specialized area intended to support the

alike to the community’s rich heritage. breeding of a particular native frog species that plays



a key role in the reproductive cycle of the Florida
scrub-jay. Unlike traditional parks, this forest offers
neither benches, restrooms, water fountains, nor
signage—visitors are encouraged to prepare as they
would for a proper hike in the woods. As we like to
say: “Parks are for people. Forests are for animals.”

The Urban Forest also serves as a vital stopover for
both native and migrating birds, making it a hidden
gem for birdwatchers and nature lovers alike.
Already known among ornithology enthusiasts for
its growing bird population, the area has become a
beloved rest stop for birds on their long journeys—
and a new destination for birders hoping to spot
them. With binoculars in hand, visitors are invited
to explore this thriving habitat and enjoy the diverse
species it supports.

Volunteers in this team have removed discarded refuse,
planted thousands of native trees and shrubs, and built
winding trails for hiking. This space has been transformed
into a thriving Urban Forest designed to attract and
support local wildlife species. Rather than focusing solely
on people, this true forest prioritizes habitat restoration,
featuring native plantings and other targeted species to
attract birds, pollinators, frogs, and more. The Urban
Forest is a living legacy of conservation and stewardship
that will serve future generations. It is expected to open
to the public by the end of the 2025.

In addition to the team’s year-round beautification work,
VABI also brings the holiday spirit to life with two popu-
lar community traditions. The Holiday Tree Lighting at the
Monty Andrews Arboretum fills the space with twinkling
lights and festive cheer. Meanwhile, the Christmas Boat
Bash hosts a festive catered dinner and live music by a
local band along the Intracoastal Waterway—offering the

Words From the VABI President
~ David Ingram

“Venice, Florida offers something truly special—a
community where generations come together in the
most inspiring ways. High school and college students
work side-by-side with retirees, sharing skills, stories,
and a commitment to leaving the world better than they
found it. It’s one of the few placcs in the country with
such a rich and engaged intergenerational experience.
This diversity of age is part of what makes both Venice
and VABI so unique. We don't just preserve beauty; we
grow community.”

perfect view of the dazzling parade of decorated boats.
Both events are joyful, family friendly celebrations made
possible by VABI’s dedicated volunteers.

Every bloom planted, mural restored, and statue installed
by VABI is a lasting gift to Venice, making this charming
town a beautiful place to live, and is made possible by
the generosity of volunteers, donors, and community
members. If you appreciate the charm of the streetscapes
and the character of the parks, consider giving back.
VABI's beautification work goes beyond aesthetics; it is
about cultivating community, honoring the environment,
and fostering civic pride.

Whether you live in Venice year-round, visit seasonally,
or are just discovering its charm for the first time, there’s
a place for you in the VABI family. Donate, volunteer,
or simply spread the word—and become part of the
VABIulous transformation happening all around us.

To learn more, get involved, show your support, or donate,
visit www.VABIl.org.




